BBSNS

DECISION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF SMART NETWORKS AND SERVICES
JOINT UNDERTAKING No 05 /2026

AUTHORISING THE COUNTERSIGNATURE OF THE UPDATED
MISSION CHARTER OF THE INTERNAL AUDIT SERVICE

THE GOVERNING BOARD,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EU) 2021/2085 of 19 November 2021 establishing the
Joint Undertakings under Horizon Europe (hereinafter” the Founding Regulation™)!, and notably
the Smart Networks and Services Joint Undertaking (hereinafter “the SNS JU”) and in particular
Article 32 thereof,

Having regard to the Financial Rules of the SNS JU, and in particular Article 28,

Having regard to the Governing Board Rules of Procedure of SNS JU, and in particular Article
10,

WHEREAS:

(1) Article 32(1) of the Founding Regulation and Article 28(2) of the SNS JU Financial
Rules entrust the Commission’s internal auditor with the responsibility to exercise in the
SNS JU the same powers as those exercised in respect of the Commission, while
endeavouring to reduce the administrative burden on the joint undertaking.

(2) The purpose, authority and responsibilities of the internal audit function are laid down in
an internal audit charter, which is subject to countersignature by the Executive Director and
the Chair of the Governing Board.

(3) The initial Mission Charter of the Internal Audit Service (IAS) was countersigned by the
Governing Board Chair and the Executive Director of SNS JU on 15 January 2024 (SNS JU
GB Decision 01/2024).

(4) On 16 October 2025, the Internal Audit Service communicated the need to update the
Mission Charter in order to reflect strategic developments, corporate changes including the

! This Regulation is also equally named “Single Basic Act (SBA)” or “Founding Regulation” in SNS JU documents;
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recast of the Financial Regulation?, and the introduction of the new Global Internal Audit
Standards issued by the Institute of Internal Auditors>.

(5) On 13 March 2026, the SNS JU received an official letter from the Internal Audit Service
(IAS) with the final version of the updated Mission Charter, requesting its countersignature
by the Chair of the SNS JU Governing Board and the Executive Director by the end of
March.

(6) It is therefore necessary for the Governing Board to formally authorise its
countersignature by the Chair and the Executive Director.

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

The Governing Board authorises the Chair of the Governing Board and the Executive Director to
countersign the updated Mission Charter of the IAS, annexed to the present decision.

Article 2

This decision shall take effect the day following that of its adoption.

Done at Brussels, on 30 March 2026.

For the Governing Board

Colin Wilcock
The Chair

Annex:
- Letter from the Internal Audit Service (IAS) of 13 March 2026
- Updated Mission Charter of the IAS

2 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 September 2024 on the
financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union.

3 https://www.theiia.org/en/standards/2024-standards/global-internal-audit-
standards/#:~:text=The%202024%20Global%20Internal%20Audit%20Standards%20are%20a%20mandatory%20co
mponent,Mission%200f%20Internal%20Audit

2


https://www.theiia.org/en/standards/2024-standards/global-internal-audit-standards/#:~:text=The%202024%20Global%20Internal%20Audit%20Standards%20are%20a%20mandatory%20component,Mission%20of%20Internal%20Audit
https://www.theiia.org/en/standards/2024-standards/global-internal-audit-standards/#:~:text=The%202024%20Global%20Internal%20Audit%20Standards%20are%20a%20mandatory%20component,Mission%20of%20Internal%20Audit
https://www.theiia.org/en/standards/2024-standards/global-internal-audit-standards/#:~:text=The%202024%20Global%20Internal%20Audit%20Standards%20are%20a%20mandatory%20component,Mission%20of%20Internal%20Audit
30


Sl Ref. Ares(2026)2752593 - 13/03/2026

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
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————  The Director-General

Brussels
IAS/AK

NOTE FOR THE ATTENTION OF MS E. FITORI,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE EUROPEAN SMART NETWORKS AND SERVICES JOINT
UNDERTAKING (SNS JU)
SNS JU GOVERNING BOARD VIA ITS CHAIRPERSON MR C. WILLCOCK

Subject:  Internal Audit Service updated mission charter of SNS JU

Further to my previous communication (%), please find enclosed the Internal Audit Service
updated mission charter that was adjusted to your specific situation. The replies to the
comments you sent to us (2) were presented in detail to and discussed with the Heads of
Internal Control and Audit of the joint undertakings.

To formally adopt the new mission charter, | attach a signed copy and kindly invite the
Chair of the Governing Board and the Executive Director to countersign it.

We would appreciate if you could return the mission charter duly signed and scanned by
the end of March 2026.

Once adopted, the new mission charter will replace the previous version of 2023.
Should you need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Mr V. Rokos.
We thank you for your continued cooperation.

Electronically signed

Agnieszka KAZMIERCZAK

Enclosure: Mission charter (to be returned duly counter-signed)

c.C.. S. Le Berre, Contact Person, SNS JU
V. Rokos, Head of Unit, IAS.A.1
C. Giacobbo, Director, IAS.A

(*) Email of 17/10/2025
(3 Ares(2025)9229319 - 28/10/2025

Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIE — Tel. +32 22991111

Electronically signed on 13/03/2026 15:30 (UTC+01) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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