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• To develop a 5G, 5G Advanced and 6G European Trial Roadmap and leverage on the knowledge gained 
[...] in the context of Smart Networks and Services (SNS) partnership in Horizon Europe.

• To facilitate the involvement of verticals in the Trials and Pilots roadmap.

• To discuss and define business principles underpinning the economic viability of trials.

• To consider and coordinate the activity on trials and verticals with relevant initiatives at international 
level.

• To investigate and propose how to link trials to upcoming calls for project proposals to be addressed in 
the context of the Horizon Europe (HEU) SNS Partnership.

• To increase the visibility of the trials and pilots carried out by SNS projects […].  

• To keep track and disseminate to the broadest possible audience the work with verticals done by EU 
funded projects.

• To support the development of European strategic research and innovation agenda and liaise preparation 
of SNS R&I workprogrammes in relation to trials and experimentations.

• To facilitate the transfer of the developed and experimented solutions to the market using the Digital 
Innovation Hub (Digital Europe Program)

• To identify Smart Connectivity Experimental facilities  […] to support pilots and trials3

6G Trials WG - Objectives
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• 5G Private Trials / Observatory, led by Didier Bourse (Nokia) & Carole Manero (iDATE).

• 5G and Towards 6G Verticals, led by Valerio Frascolla (Intel).

• 5G Trials Cities, led by Jyrki Huusko (VTT).

• 5G International Cooperation, led by Mir Ghoraishi (Gigasys Solutions). 

• The Smart Connectivity Digital Innovation Hub Network - SCoDIHNet, led by Pierre-
Yves Danet (6G-IA)

WG chair: Carles Antón-Haro (CTTC)

WG vice-chair: Paul Harris (VIAVI Solutions)

4

Streams in the Trials Working Group



RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS
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SNS Trials and Pilots Brochure Series

• Successful series of 2 brochures under SNS + 5 under 5GPP 
(2019-2026)

• Boost the visibility of selected T&Ps conducted by SNS 
projects.

• Joint activity between the 6G-IA Trials WG and the 6G 
Initiative Technology Board.

• Dissemination beyond the R&D community: politicians, 
decision makers, general audience.

• Large-scale dissemination via newsletter, 
website, social networks, EC services, 
events (e.g., IEEE 5G World Summit), 5G 
observatory, member states, etc.
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SNS Trials and Pilots Brochure no. 2

Available from: https://smart-networks.europa.eu/the-second-trials-and-pilots-brochure-is-out-now-june-2026
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SNS Trials (TRL5/6) and Pilots (TRL7) in 2025
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No of Trials / Pilots per CountryKey Insights

• 224 Trials / Pilots conducted in 2025

• 16 SNS JU projects conducted Trials / 
Pilots within 2025

• Highest # of Trials/Pilots = 111

• Average # of Trials/Pilots ≈ 14

• Lowest # of Trials/Pilots = 1

• Trials/Pilots were conducted in 21 
countries in 2025

• 192 of the use cases (85%) have been
declared replicable

• Call 1 projects conducted the most 
Trials/Pilots (188)

• Stream D (Experimentation) projects 
conducted the most Trials/Pilots (200)

+24 Trials / Pilots where 
location was N/A
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SNS Verticals Engagement Tracker (VET) 

https://sns-trackers.sns-ju.eu/vertical-engagement-tracker
https://sns-trackers.sns-ju.eu/vertical-engagement-tracker/vertical-cartography

• Data:

• 469 Inputs / UCs including all TRLs

• 202 Project Open Call 3rd Party Inputs

• 113 Trials Inputs (67 from 3rd Party)

• 34 Pilots Inputs (18 from 3rd Party)

• Filters: vertical sector, country, functionality, TRL,..

• T&P details + interactive charts
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Other recent activities of the 6G IA Trials WG

• White Paper: “Technical Insights from Large-Scale Trials and Pilots under SNS Projects”: 
• Trials & Use Case descriptions including enabling B5G technologies

• Technical insights and statistical analysis based on Trial results

• Lessons learned from Large-Scale Trials: aggregate learnings across projects, identify convergent patterns.

• Recommendations for future 6G Trials

• Available from: https://6g-ia.eu/plans-papers

• Workshop with Stream D&C projects on needs/gaps towards WP2027 (02.07.26)

• Slidesets from projects + summary: key achievements, benefits/painpoints, recomms. for WP2027.

• Live Brainstorming (Slido Questions): open calls, “large” T&Ps, role/engagement of verticals, preferred TRL levels, 
gap toward monetization,.. 

• Definition of Stream D calls in the SNS R&I Workprogramme:
• Network-Native Media Services:, Smart Industry, NTN, Telco AI Platform, End-to-end AI native Smart Networks 

and Services, ISAC for public policies, Post-Quantum Security…for  verticals !!

• Discussions on-going about final list, scope and budget.

• Webinar on Industry 4.0 vertical, joint with 5G ACIA 

• Connecting SNS Projects with vertical associations: 

• Presentations from SNS Projects (2) and 5G ACIA Trials/WGs

• One panel discussions chaired by Trials WG chair

• +80 registered attendees

https://6g-ia.eu/plans-papers
https://6g-ia.eu/plans-papers
https://6g-ia.eu/plans-papers
https://6g-ia.eu/plans-papers
https://6g-ia.eu/plans-papers


UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
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“6G Trials for Resilient Europe: from SNS pilots to FP10 pre-deployment”
• Scope:

• Explore various dimensions of 6G network resilience: SNS projects, pre-commercial trials.

• Provide an estimate of the impact of 6G in our economies and societies (GDP, jobs)

• How 6G trials can accelerate Europe’s transition from SNS pilot projects to large-scale pre-
deployment activities under FP10

• Agenda (draft):

• Session 1: Opening Session

• Welcome

• Keynote Speech by Didier

• Session 2: Resilience in pre-commercial 6G Trials and Pilots and their evolution into FP10

• Presentation of Trial & Pilots results by on-going SNS project

• Presentation of private trial by MNO/vendor

• Presentation on the evolution of Trials and Pilots under FP10 by 6G IA.

• Session 3: Network resilience in commercial networks: economic and business aspects

• Presentation on socio-economic aspects by GSMAi

• Session 4: Panel discussion  

• With a selection of previous presenters as panelists

Co-creation event at Techritory Forum 2026
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Other upcoming activities

• Recording of videopodcast on T&P/vertical-related 
activities @ Techritory Forum’26:
• Title: “What should Europe test before 6G is deployed?” 

• Scope:

• Explores the large-scale trials Europe should conduct before 6G deployment

• Focus: performance, interoperability, security, and real-world resilience. 

• Connected Digital Fabric to support seamless connectivity across networks, 
sectors, borders.

• Moderator: CTTC; Panelists: work in progress 

• To be uploaded to streaming platforms, SNS CO-OP website

• Kickstart of SNS T&Ps Brochure n°3:

• Process definition/up-date for the forthcoming SNS T&Ps Brochure n°3 

• To be released as input to EuCNC & 6GS 2027.



KEY TAKEAWAYS
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• Active WG with large number of on-going activities: presentations, webinars, events, brochures, 
whitepapers, etc.

• Regular pattern of quarterly meetings. 

• Selected place for networking: vendors, MNOs, verticals, EC, research, SMEs (+300 members in general 
email reflector).

• Dedicated activities to  private trials, cities, verticals, int’l cooperation, DIHs.

• Open WG: no need to be a 6G-IA member to participate (voting/observers).

• Increased dissemination opportunities for projects

• Get updated information on 

• Recent trials by SNS projects, national programmes,…– quarterly meetings.

• Upcoming calls for proposals under Horizon Europe (SNS workprogramme, cascade funding) and beyond.

• Project-related events.

• Elaboration of SNS Workprogramme.

• ..and much more!
15

Key takeaways & added value to 6G IA members

https://6g-ia.eu/6g-ia-working-groups/#trials



Thank You! Questions?

The Voice of European Industry and Research for Next Generation Networks and Services

Carles Antón Haro, PhD, MBA 
Trials WG chair, member of the Governing Board 6G IA, 6G-SNS JU

Director of European Programmes & Industrial Contracts , CTTC

carles.anton@cttc.es  

mailto:carles.anton@cttc.es
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